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Title: Newspaper Critique

Overview and Rationale:

After the pressure of deadline the student staff should experience an 

honest self-appraisal of their work.  After distribution all students 

should come together to evaluate their product.  This exercise should 

empower them to learn from mistakes and create new vision for the next 

issue.

The Elements of Journalism by Bill Kovack and Tom Rosenstiel enumerates 

essential truths for what news writers should know. Chapter nine will 

be our jumping off point for these 2 assignments.

Goals for Understanding: 

Students will be able to:


Recognize errors


Appreciate good layout


Identify proportional articles

Essential Questions:


What do you like about the current issue?


What is the most engaging article on each page?  Why?


What is the most outstanding graphic and/or photo on each page?  Why?


What can be changed on each page?

What steps can a writer/photographer/layout person make to improve the 

page?

Critical Engagement Questions:


If you were editor-in-chief how would you change the past issue?

What is the most successful element of the entire issue?  How did it 

achieve the papers goal? 

Are the articles proportional in size to content?

Secondary questions:


How is the story subjective?**


What frame of reference may have slanted the story?



Political persuasion



Religious affiliation



Gender differences

Activity 1 (one 45 minute class)


The teacher will begin the class with a mini-lecture setting up the 

ground rules of the critique.  


The essential questions will be discussed in a large group with the 

teacher facilitating.


The class will have read chapter 9 of The Elements of Journalism so 

the idea of comprehension and proportion will be foremost in their 

critique ideas.  The students will be reminded on the points of 

subjectivity** and objectivity from their reading (pages 168-169) and previous 

lectures.


The class will then be divided up in to groups of 2 or 3 to discuss 

the points from the text. The critical engagement questions will be 

emphasized in the second small group critique as well as these secondary 

questions:

1.
How is the story subjective?  

2.
What frame of reference may have slanted the story?

a.
Political persuasion

b.
Religious persuasion

c.
Gender differences

Assessment for Activity 1


Participation in class discussion


Participation in small group 


Visible notes on current issue submitted by group 

Small group secretary submitting answers to critical engagement 

questions and secondary questions (they will be given on a handout).

Activity 2 (one 45 minute class)

The teacher will pass back yesterdayâ€™s submission with marks.  The 

teacher will field any questions that arise from remarks.

The teacher will pass out the local paper, The Santa Cruz Sentinel and 

ask the students to follow the same criteria listed (and still on the 

board) from yesterday.  Instead of small groups, the student will be 

given a copy of the paper and asked to look at the front, local section 

and editorial pages to determine if the paper is both comprehensive and 

proportional.  The student will need to cut out the article and provide 

a paragraph explaining their view of the article.  A minimum of 3 

articles must be critiqued, one from each section. Emphasis will be placed 

on the paragraphs answering the critical engagement questions and using 

terminology learned from the text. Due at the end of the class.

Assessment for Activity 2


Understanding of assignment revealed in the written critique.  Answers 

to the critical questions should be clear and concise.  References to 

the text should be documented.  Articles should be well chosen.   

Deadline should be met.
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